A Murder in Boston’s West End
Hal Bookbinder, hal.bookbinder@ucla.edu

The 1910 Census showed Louis Tennis, my grandmother's 2" cousin, in the
Massachusetts State Prison. Prior to seeing this, | was not aware that he had been in
prison, or the circumstances that led to his incarceration.
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[ blobe.§ The Boston Globe, the Boston Post, and other newspapers
' " covered his shooting of his wife, child, and himself. They provided
SHOOTS WIFE lurid coverage of the crime, and blow-by-blow coverage of the
AND HIMS[I_F criminal and divorce trials. Reading the coverage in different
Tennis Then Kills 4Year- newspapers provided additional details and perspectives.

0d Son at West End.

i Although he was expected to die from his self-inflicted gunshot
HEWIIIUIB.SMUSBNNBMW wound, he survived, was tried, pleaded guilty to manslaughter,

Hirl—She Had Left Him. | and was sentenced to a term of 11 to 20 years in State Prison.

His wife had initiated divorce proceedings just prior to the killing, BOSIOf TOST

i ini i “Liar,” Cried Mrs. Tennis |
which appears to have precipitated the murder. She continued to at Her Flisband's Wi

pursue it after Louis was jailed. Mrs. Tennis was finally granted the
divorce two and one-half years after initially filing for it.

Newspapers of that era often provided sensational coverage. The
reporting on the two trials included details and commentary one
would not likely see today.

This presentation will show how old newspapers can be a valuable
resource in providing coverage, context, and insight.
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After 5 years in the Massachusetts State Prison, Louis Tennis was pardoned by Governor
Eugene Fose. The back story of this pardon is fascinating and unique. The legal filings
supporting the pardon permit me to share the story with you. Below is the pardon
document, signed by the Governor, releasing Louis Tennis.
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After contacting several archives in Boston in search of the court records, | found that
these more-than-a-century-old records were held by the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial
Court Archives. It was worth the effort! Almost 150 pages of trial documentation confirmed
the accuracy of much of the newspaper coverage and provided significant additional
detail. The Jewish prison chaplain provided a 14-page typewritten document supporting
a pardon for Louis Tennis. His “investigation” and conclusions make fascinating reading.
Below is the first page. It is extracted to the right.

“Impressions of Louis Tennis
“Preamble

“Soon after | had begun my spiritual
activity among the Jewish inmates of the
various City and State penal institutions in my
capacity as Jewish Chaplain, appointed by the
Central Jewish Committee a society
representing the leading congregations of the
Jewish community of Boston, | began during my
weekly visits and monthly ministrations to
observe and study the disposition, character
and moral make-up of the prisoners and the
nature of their offenses.

“The crime of murder being from time
- immemorial one of the rarest of offenses found

. among the Hebrews the world over, it was but
| natural that | should become very much
interested in Louis Tennis, an inmate of the
State Prison, charged with manslaughter: killing
his innocent child while intending to shoot his
wife.

“l began to make inquiries and the
following is the result of my painstaking
investigations.”

Cliaplain (Rablc) Louis Hexanden

This presentation will share background of Boston’s multi-ethnic, working-class West End
in the early 1900s along with the story of the murder, divorce, pardon and subsequent life
of Louis and Mally Tennis (ne Ascnazy).

It will also discuss the sources that | was able to successfully use, including arrival,
citizenship, census, and vital records, along with old newspapers and archived court
records. Tying together all these resources provided a complete picture...including the
subsequent marriage of Mally and her lover in Chicago, far from Boston’s West End.
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